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organisation based in Vienna, Austria.)
7WSAVA (World Small Animal Veterinary Association)
8 GARC (Global Alliance for Rabies Control)
9 NGO (Non-governmental organization)
19 1GO (Intergovernmental Organizations)

' ICAM (International Companion Animal Management)
2IFAW (International Fund for Animal Welfare)

3 HIS (Humane Society International)

4 RSPCA (The Largest Animal Welfare Charity in the UK)
5> WAP (World Animal Protection International)

S FOURPAWS (Four Paws is a global animal welfare
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! OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health)
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An overview of the challenges and methods of controlling
free roaming dogs in the urban environment.
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Abstract

An increase in the population of free-roaming dogs is one of the biggest problems for urban
management around the world. One of the most important difficulties and problems the increase
in free-roaming dogs causes is the spread of diseases that can be transmitted from dogs to humans.
Iran, after India with 1.3 billion people and China with 1.4 billion people, is the third country with
a population of 85 million people, where the number of infected people and deaths because of dog
bites (and not any other animal) is high. The present research investigates whether the urban
management of Iran has been successful in controlling the population of free-roaming dogs. What
challenges does it engender? This is an applied-descriptive research. It has discussed the effects
of free-roaming dogs on human health and the urban environment by reviewing foreign and
domestic sources. Finally, it has presented new and effective solutions for managing free-roaming
dogs, especially in urban environments. The current situation of free-roaming dogs in the process
of urban management in Iran has been associated with challenges such as the legal gap, the lack
of a deterrent policy for feeding free-roaming dogs in the country, insufficiency of municipalities
in the management of free-roaming dogs, the weak control and management of access to food
sources for free-roaming dogs in Iran, and the low status of education among children.
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